
“Go, set the world alight!”

  Legend has it that Saint Ignatius, when he sent Saint 
Francis Xavier to the East, told him: “go, set the world 
alight”.  With the birth of the Society of Jesus, a new �re 
was lit in a changing world.  A novel form of religious life 
came about, not through human enterprise but as a 
divine initiative.  The �re that was set alight then 
continues to burn in our Jesuit life today, as was said 
about Saint Alberto Hurtado, “a �re that kindles other 
�res”.  With it, we are called to set all things alight with 
the love of God.

  There are new challenges to this vocation today.  We 
live our identity as companions of Jesus in a context 
where multiple images, the innumerable faces of a 
fragmented culture, compete for our attention.  They 
seep into us, take root in the fertile soil of our natural 
decisions without our awareness.  But we know and 
proclaim one image, Jesus Christ, true image of God and 
true image of humanity, who, when we contemplate 
him, becomes �esh in us, healing our inner brokenness, 
and making us whole as persons, as communities, and 
as an apostolic body dedicated to Christ’s mission.

  To live this mission in our broken world, we need 
fraternal and joyful communities in which we nourish 
and express with great intensity the sole passion that 
can unify our di�erences and bring to life our creativity.  
This passion grows out of our ever new experience of 
the Lord, who imagination and love for our world are 
inexhaustible.  This love invites us to “participation in 
the mission of the One sent by the Father, in the Spirit, in 
an ever greater service, in love, with all the variants of 
the cross, in an imitation and following of that Jesus 
who wants to lead all people  and all of creation to the 
glory of the Father.”  (General Congregation 35, Decree 2: 
25-27)

Ite Inflammate Omnia


